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THE LAND

The Alexander Valley AVA, located in the Northeast corner of Sonoma County, spans 20 miles long
and 8 miles wide. With an elevation range from valley floor up to 2572’ it encompasses 76,915

total acres. Held within this valley, the Russian River snakes its way south through Cloverdale to
Healdsburg and ultimately out to Jenner, where it meets the Pacific Ocean. In the evening, the
Russian River provides a path for the ocean marine layer to creep into our valley, cooling the grapes
thus allowing them to ripen more slowly. Following the foggy mornings, when the umbrella of
moisture lifts, the grapes have the chance to properly mature during the warm summer days. Our
valley records some of the warmer daytime temperatures as well as cooler nights in Sonoma County,
making our climate the perfect recipe for growing and crafting our renowned Cabernet Sauvignon.

You don’t have to look very far to find the generations of families who’ve lived and farmed this land
since the 1840s—working harmoniously alongside newcomers who bring a fresh perspective and a
shared passion for sense-of-place. Together, there is a deep caring for this land they call home, their
shared values, and a commitment to more sustainable farming practices to ensure healthy soils and
productive farming for future generations. These very people, and their love of the land, wine, and
farming are what make our valley special: full of down-home charm, salt-of-the-earth grit, and
world-class wines.
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THE JOURNEY

The Alexander Valley AVA is home to 32 wineries and 77 vineyards dedicated to the art of grape
growing and winemaking. The terroir and climate from South to North are quite distinct, offering
unigue growing characteristics and flavor profiles in the varying districts within the valley. We feel
the best way to enjoy your visit to our valley is slowly and intentionally. You may dive into the
nuances of Cabernet from cooler to hotter climates or from varying elevations, or you may be on
the hunt for lesser known but cherished varietals. With your enjoyment in mind, we’ve created
five districts that are unique day trips unto themselves, and a visit to any one of them delivers an
invitation to savor the moment and enjoy a peek into one individual part of the enchanting whole
that is the Alexander Valley.

Traveling up valley, these five districts from South to North are Maacama, Healdsburg, Jimtown,
Geyserville, and Cloverdale. By identifying the characteristics of each area and matching it with your
interests, you will indeed spend a memorable day in our valley that will be fluid, personal, instructive,
and delicious. We invite you to become familiar with these varying distinctions and apply your
preferences to our visitor’s directory on our website. Utilize the filters to hone your liking further

to curate the perfect trip. Map out multiple days enjoying our valley to fully appreciate the final
expression of those who dedicate their lives to the art of making Alexander Valley wines.




THE DISTRICTS

MAACAMA: The Maacama district is the southern point of entry into the Alexander Valley. It is
defined by the Maacama Creek watershed that empties into the Russian River. The area was formed
by a massive landslide during the Sonoma Volcanic period that changed the course of the river away
from Knights Valley and towards the Pacific Ocean. Vineyards here are tucked into wooded foothills
and meander up the mountainsides. The bedrock is compacted volcanic ash, famously exhibited
roadside by the white rock of Chalk Hill. Cyclists seek out the epic climbs of Chalk Hill Road, the only
road that traverses the Maacama district. Upland vineyards produce wine with structure, density and
distinct tannins, and the foothills yield riper berry character and elegant tannin structure.

JIMTOWN: Heading north, the valley truly begins and historic wineries lift off the narrow valley
floor and into the foothills. This stretch of Alexander Valley Road, also Hwy 128, is hemmed closely by
the Mayacamas Mountains to the East and Alexander’s Crown to the west. Jimtown is quintessentially
Alexander Valley with its rustic homes, centennial prune farms turned to lush vineyards, and large
Valley Oaks lining the Russian River. One of the more extreme microclimates in Sonoma County,
daytime to night-time temperatures often fluctuate 40-50 degrees in a single 24-hour period. Soils
vary significantly here, with finer alluvial material from the Russian River meeting the rocky colluvial
debris of Sausal Creek that time and elements have eroded from the surrounding mountains.

HEALDSBURG: The once sleepy agricultural town with roots in pre-Prohibition wine grape growing
and winemaking, Healdsburg is now a worldwide destination for wine and epicurean pursuits. It is the
anchor on which the Alexander Valley is set. The geology is again defined by the Russian River as it
winds itself through this region helping to deliver cool Pacific Ocean air each night. The soils tend to
be uniform as a function of well drained ancient river deposits and gravelly benchland and hillsides
sharing parent materials from the upstream neighbors. This terroir presents powerful wines weighted
in the mid-palate and balanced by full tannin profiles. It is easy to spend more than a day in this small
town and bustling district situated due West of Jimtown.

GEYSERVILLE: The one stop sign town of Geyserville boasts great places to eat and drink. This
district contains a variety of vineyards and wineries lining the Russian River, Hwy 128, and Geyserville
Avenue. While generally warmer and sunnier than other districts, the coastal fog often creeps inland
along the river, producing a cool misty layer in the morning. The soil that makes up the valley floor is
layered with sediment deposited by ancient floods from the Russian River resulting in a mix of silty,
sandy and gravelly loam soils. Here the valley is flanked by taller mountains on either side, with Dry
Creek Valley running parallel over the ridge to the West, and the sunbaked hills, capped by Geyser
Peak, producing ideal mountain fruit to the East.

CLOVERDALE: Chianti and Asti Mountains flank Hwy 101 like gates leading to the northern part
of Alexander Valley. Low rolling hills with nutritionally limited, gravelly-clay soil characterizes the
terroir. This reduces grape yields, but in turn promotes more intense flavors. The area has a rich
history growing grapes for over 150 years and contains some of the oldest vineyards still producing
in California. While warmer than the south end of the valley, and therefore free from frost risk, it

still has that unique temperature swing characteristic to Alexander Valley. Wines originating from
this district tend to be rich in fruit and tannin flavors. The town of Cloverdale pins the very north end
of the valley with its popular restaurants and winery tasting rooms.
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77 miles | 1 hour 25 min



The Alexander Valley is located 77 miles
north of San Francisco and 1.25 hours by car
on 101 North. Located north of Healdsburg
and east of Geyserville, the Alexander Valley
stretches 25 miles from north to south with
the beautiful Russian River meandering

through. In Alexander Valley, beautiful vistas *
and exquisite wines can be found at both .
small family-run wineries, and exquisite San Francisco

full-service tasting rooms.

VALLEY

SONOMA COUNTY

CHECK OUT OUR
VISITOR’S DIRECTORY

& PLAN YOUR PERFECT VISIT!




ALEXANDER VALLEY WINEGROWERS MEMBER WINERIES

ACTA

Alexander Valley Vineyards
Bedarra Vineyards
Carpenter Wine

Dot Wine

Ferrari-Carano Winery
Banshee Winery

Francis Ford Coppola Winery

Garden Creek Ranch Vineyards & Winery!

HAWKES Wine

Hoot Owl Creek Vineyards
Jordan Vineyard & Winery
J.IRickards Winery
Lancaster Estate

Medlock Ames

Medlock Ames/Bell Mountain
Mercury Wine

Pech Merle Winery

Robert Young Estate Winery
Rodney Strong Vineyards
Silver Oak

Simi Winery

Soda Rock Winery

Starlite Vineyards

Stonestreet Estate Vineyards!

Stuhimuller Vineyards & Winery!

SUTRO
Trentadue
Trione Vineyards & Winery

William Gordon Winery

actawine.com

avvwine.com!
bedarravineyards.com!
carpenterwine.coml
dotwinery.com
ferrari-carano.com!
bansheewines.com!
francisfordcoppolawinery.com!
gardencreekvineyards.com]
hawkeswine.com!
hootowlcreekvineyards.com!
jordanwinery.com
jrwinery.com
lancaster-estate.com!
medlockames.com!
medlockames.com!
mercurywine.com!
pechmerlewinery.com
ryew.com
rodneystrong.com
silveroak.com
simiwinery.com!
sodarockwinery.com!
starlitevineyards.com!
stonestreetwines.com!
stuhlmullervineyards.com!
sutrowine.com
trentadue.com
trionewinery.com

wgwinery.com

707-940-1082

707-433-7209

415-238-0250

707-385-8177

707-385-9855

1-800-831-0381

1-800-433-1944!

707-857-1471

707-433-8345]

707-433-4295]

707-433-10941

707-431-52501

707-367-7741]

707-473-3910]

707-431-8845]

707-431-8845I

707-857-98701

707-891-3015 ext. 6l

707-431-4811

1-800-678-4763]

707-942-7082]

707-473-32321

707-433-3303]

707-431-98001

707-473-3333]

707-431-7745]

707-509-9695]

707 433 3104

707-814-81001

707-894-2447]



ALEXANDER VALLEY
WINZEGROWERS
SONOMA COUNTY

ALEXANDERVALLEY.ORG

info@alexandervalley.org 707-431-2894 PO Box 248, Healdsburg, CA 95448





