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Alice Warnecke Sutro serves as winemaker and grape grower for 
her own label, SUTRO, while working in agriculture for her family’s 
business, Warnecke Ranch & Vineyard. “I make wine for the love of 
the land, and when you love something, you want to do everything 
with it,” she says. “SUTRO Cab is bold and complex, like the many 

great wines from volcanic regions worldwide.”

Cyrus Alexander explored Northern California in the mid-1800s, calling the spot he chose to settle “the brightest and best spot in the world.” 
In 1962, the Wetzel family followed his lead, and today the Alexander Valley pioneer’s historic property is home to their Alexander Valley 
Vineyards (AVV). Of the wine they named for him, AVV founder Hank Wetzel says, “CYRUS is the ultimate expression of the special place that 
my family calls home, showcasing both our region and winemaking style.”

PART ONE OF OUR SALUTE TO  
THE REGION’S WINE LEADERS

   by Meridith May

ICONS 
        of the
Alexander 
Valley AVA

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 O
F 

A
LE

X
A

N
D

E
R

 V
A

LL
E

Y
 V

IN
E

YA
R

D
S



{ SOMMjournal.com }  95

THE ALEXANDER VALLEY WINEGROWERS 
association is gearing up to present one of its most 
successful educational outreach programs for the trade 
in spring 2024: the Alexander Valley Cab Academy. The 
SOMM Journal is a proud media sponsor, and our own 
senior wine editor, Jessie Birschbach, will serve as a 
“camp counselor.”

As a tribute to this region, home to 32 wineries 
and 77 vineyards, we will highlight noteworthy selec-
tions that represent it in its best light over the course 
of the next three issues. Additionally, we will explore 
how Cabernets from different districts of the narrow, 
20-mile-long and 8-mile-wide AVA vary in style. These 
districts are, from north to south, Maacama, Healdsburg, 
Jimtown, Geyserville, and Cloverdale.   

Alexander Valley Vineyards 2017 CYRUS, Alex-
ander Valley, Sonoma County ($75) Winemaker 
Kevin Hall has complete control over this blend of 
58% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Merlot, and 16% 
Cab Franc with some Malbec and Petit Verdot; 
each lot sees 12 months of barrel aging in the win-
ery’s naturally cooled underground cave, while the 
final blend spends an additional year in oak. Nota-
bly well structured, the result—which is dedicated 
to Cyrus Alexander, the region’s namesake, who 
made his home there in 1840—is a deep, dark, 

and sensuous red with dusty plum-skin tannins. Dark choco-
late exudes personality-plus with cardamom, cedar, violets, and 
black cherry. Chewy and fleshy, CYRUS is a ballroom dancer 
on sweet earth, built to show both power and elegance. 98

Rodney Strong Vineyards 2019 Alexander’s 
Crown, Alexander Valley, Sonoma County 
($90) Alexander’s Crown is known as the first site 
in the AVA to produce a single-vineyard Caber-
net Sauvignon in 1971. This wine is grown on its 
63 acres just south of Jimtown, impacted by the 
Pacific Ocean’s cool breezes. If its plush texture 
doesn’t lure you in, its intricate notes of tobacco 
and lavender will. Silky and luxurious, it’s anointed 
with mocha, boysenberry, and roasted coffee. 
Aged 24 months in (100% new) French oak. 96

Trione 2019 Block 21 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Alexander Valley, Sonoma County ($80) Wild 
strawberry, spiced cedar, and a thrill ride of electric 
acidity guide this expressive red. Toasty notes of 
vanilla merge with sweet tobacco and tart cherry. 
Tannins are firm, but the juicy profile delivers 
freshness. 95

Stonestreet 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Stonestreet Estate Vineyard, Alexander Val-
ley, Sonoma County ($65) From the winery’s 

Monument Ridge blocks, situated at altitudes of up to 2,400 
feet, this is a fleshy, muscle-bound athlete. Notes of espresso, 
tobacco, fennel, and blackberry persist. Plum, graphite, and 
dried violets, along with Italian herbs marked by dusty tan-
nins, add to its persona. The finish leaves a spicy trace on the 
tongue. 96

SUTRO 2020 Cabernet Sauvignon, Alexander 
Valley, Sonoma County ($75) Alice Warnecke 
Sutro brands this world-class expression as a 
“volcanic woman-powered vine-to-bottle wine.” 
We find it incredibly silky and juicy, with balanced 
intensity. Sweet soil notes, black cherry, and sage 
are well-integrated partners. 98 

The entrance to Rodney Strong Vineyards in Healdsburg.
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