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California's other Cabernet valley

Sonoma's Alexander Valley AVA is producing wines every bit as good as Napa's these
days.

Even in a theoretical future dramatically reshaped by climate change, it seems unlikely
for Napa to lose its pre-eminence as the home of California’s most beloved Cabernet
Sauvignons. Though the spotlight seems destined to remain trained on the ever-more-
rarefied Napa, outside the gilt-edged glare of that performance, an understudy diligently
waits in the wings, working twice as hard for half as much recognition.

Though its plantings of bordeaux varieties and Chardonnay are proportionally similar to
Napa (with a bit more Chardonnay and a greater predominance of Zinfandel), Sonoma’s
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Alexander Valley AVA couldn’t be more different from the shiny glamour that
characterises today’s Napa Valley, yet it is producing a few wines that are every bit the
equal of Napa’'s best.

Despite the buzzing town of Healdsburg, one of California’s hottest wine-country
destinations, lying just minutes to the south-west, Alexander Valley itself evokes much
more of the quiet agrarian past that used to characterise all of Northern California’s wine
country, but now can feel hard to find.

‘There’s a lot less density in Alexander Valley’, says Alice Warnecke Sutro, president of
Alexander Valley Winegrowers. Her family has been farming in the valley since 1911 and
growing grapes since 1971. ‘We’re more rural. We have far fewer tasting rooms, fewer
distinct vineyards and fewer distinct labels. It's less glitzy than Napa. You certainly won't
find the “Disney Effect” here.’

Hot and cold

Stretching just north of Healdsburg up to the border with Mendocino County, Alexander
Valley straddles the snaking course of the Russian River, bordered by the Mayacamas
Mountains to the east and the redwood valleys of the Coast Range to the west. In total
area, Alexander Valley encompasses 76,915 acres (31,126 ha), 13,576 of which are
currently planted to grapes (compare with Napa’s roughly 45,000 planted acres).

The Alexander Valley AVA

Unlike Napa, which is largely protected from direct coastal influence by the Mayacamas
mountains, Alexander Valley benefits from cool ocean air funnelled up the channel of the
Russian River into the valley’s southern reaches, resulting in temperatures that are, on
average, 5 °F/2.8 °C lower than most of Napa, resulting in about 300-400 fewer growing-
degree days than Oakuville.

‘It takes longer to heat up, and it cools down a lot quicker’, says winemaker Jesse Katz,
whose winery Aperture Cellars is a collaboration between himself and his father,
photographer Andy Katz. ‘At night we can be as much as fifteen degrees cooler than
Napa. That lets us extend the growing season keeping sugars in balance with phenolic
ripeness.’

The temperature differential between the valley’s southern and northern ends can be
quite substantial. The marine air and fog tend to make it only about halfway up the
valley, allowing the valley floor to get quite warm as it approaches the town of Cloverdale



and the Mendocino County border.

By way of contrast, the southernmost portions of Alexander Valley, where the Warnecke

family’s Warnecke Ranch is situated, have a climate more similar to that of Carneros, the
cool-climate growing region just north of San Francisco Bay that spans both Sonoma and
Napa counties.

‘Because it's cool, Alexander Valley has been known in the past for notes of bell pepper in
Cabernet, but when you farm it well, you get a Cabernet that is more elegant and shows
a full range of aromas because it's not hidden behind too much fruit’, says Sutro.

Vineyards in Alexander Valley (image courtesy of Sonoma County Winegrowers)

Farmers to winemakers

In 1840 Cyrus Alexander and his business partner Captain Henry D Fitch received a grant
of 48,800 acres (19,749 ha) from the Mexican government that they called Rancho
Soyotome. Alexander was the first to plant vines in the region. By the late 1800s, the
valley was well-populated with grapevines, and the first commercial winery in the valley
opened in 1889.

Like much of Sonoma County, the growers of Alexander Valley suffered during
Prohibition, with many turning away from grapes to other crops or simply neglecting their
vineyards. Viticulture and winemaking slowly recovered after Prohibition’s repeal, then
picked up steam in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Alice Warnecke Sutro of Sutro Wines

In 1959, the Italian-American ranchers Evelyn and Leo Trentadue purchased a property
that included an ancient vineyard in Alexander Valley they called Geyserville. In 1966
they began selling the fruit to the persistent group of Stanford Research Institute
scientists at Ridge Vineyards who would eventually persuade the Trentadues to sell them
an old winery they owned at the crest of the Santa Cruz Mountains (now known as the
Monte Bello estate). Ridge Geyserville (the sibling field blend to the Lytton Springs
bottling | profiled last month) has been made every year since 1966.

Meanwhile in 1963, Robert Young Estate Winery was founded by a family that had been
farming in Alexander Valley since 1858.
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Rodney Strong planted a 15-acre (6-ha) vineyard with Cabernet Sauvignon in 1971, from
which the winery would go on to make Sonoma'’s first vineyard-designated Cabernet
Sauvignon.

In 1972, Tom and Sally Jordan purchased their property in the valley with the intent to
make Sonoma'’s first great bordeaux-style wine. In service of this vision, they hired
legendary winemaker André Tchelistcheff, who set the winery on the path to becoming
one of America’s best-known and most accessible Cabernet Sauvignon brands, which has
been run since 2007 by their son, John Jordan.

A sign points the way to tasting rooms in Alexander Valley (image courtesy of
Sonoma County Winegrowers)

Simultaneously, Ray Duncan and Justin Meyer formed a partnership uniting a vineyard
property that Duncan had purchased in Alexander Valley, as well as the site of an old
dairy in Oakuville that they set about planting with grapes. The partners decided to name
their new project Silver Oak, and from its first vintage in 1972 until 1979, when the first
bottling was made from their Oakville vineyards, the wine was heavily or completely
sourced from Alexander Valley. Since 1979, the winery has made two distinct bottlings
every year, one from Alexander Valley and one from Napa.

‘What | love about Alexander Valley is that there are so many families that have been
here for five or even six generations’, says Nate Weis, managing director of Silver Oak.
‘They might have been farming something other than grapes in the past, but many have
been grape-growers for several generations. There’'s something about the place that
draws people back and keeps them farming the same piece of land that their great-
grandfather farmed. There’s not a lot of places like that left in California.’

Today, Silver Oak is one of California’s best-known and best-selling luxury Cabernet
Sauvignhons. The brand built a separate winery and tasting room in Alexander Valley in
2017, allowing each bottling to now be made in its own facility with its own dedicated
winemaker.

Nate Weis of Silver Oak

Alexander Valley was granted its AVA status in 1984, five years after the AVA system was
established in America, and three years after Napa was granted its own AVA. Today it has
77 registered winegrowers, but only 33 wineries.
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‘What’s taken Alexander Valley some time to get where it is really comes down to detail
in farming’, says Katz. ‘For a lot of the valley’s history, the grower and the winery were
misaligned. The pricing for fruit here is vastly different than Napa. Vineyard sites have
had to be production-focused blocks to make ends meet for growers, which meant you
couldn’t farm at the real top level.’

Indeed, investment in estate-grown wines has made a significant difference in moving
Alexander Valley from merely a reliable source of high-quality fruit to a specific terroir
worthy of consideration on its own terms.

In 1998, Ames Morison and his college friend Chris Medlock James purchased 338 acres
(137 ha) on the hillsides of Bell Mountain at the southern end of Alexander Valley. They
planted 44 acres (18 ha) and 650 olive trees and set out to make high-calibre, organically
farmed estate wines, which they have been doing for two decades.

Fahri and Constance Diner purchased the 200 acres (81 ha) that would become Skipstone
Estate in 2001 with a vision for producing a high-end Cabernet on par with Napa’s
versions. In service of that goal, they hired superstar consultant Philippe Melka to make
the wines from their spectacularly terraced, organically farmed vineyards.

Medlock Ames’ Bell Mountain Vineyard

Sutro decided to launch her own eponymous brand in 2014 using fruit she purchased
from her family’s ranch, making small quantities of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and
Sauvignon Blanc. She joined several other smaller brands such as Hawkes and ] Rickards
who are also long-time growers taking the plunge into making their own wine in recent
years.

100 points in the pocket

Katz and his father began their collaboration in 2009, after the younger Katz graduated
with his winemaking degree and accumulated cellar experiences working at Screaming
Eagle in Napa and with Paul Hobbs at Vifia Cobos in Argentina. In addition to the fruit
from a small hobby vineyard next to his father’s house in Healdsburg, Katz began
exploring various parts of Sonoma County for fruit.

‘The barrier of entry to buy into Napa, whether by the ton or by the acre, is prohibitive for
anyone like me who didn’t come from money’, says Katz. ‘We were self-funding the
winery and so Napa fruit really wasn’t an option. After looking at it carefully, | thought
Alexander Valley had the potential to be one of the world’s great regions for bordeaux



reds. There was an opportunity there that just didn’t exist in Napa.’

In 2011 Katz purchased fruit from a mountainous property in Alexander Valley known as
Farrow Ranch. On the strength of what he saw in the vineyard, Katz decided to make a
single-vineyard bottling of Malbec from the site that he and his father named ‘Devil
Proof’. This wine quickly became the most critically acclaimed Malbec bottling outside of
Argentina and put both Katz and Alexander Valley into the cult-wine arena. The 2018
vintage would be the first Alexander Valley-designated wine to score 100 points from a
major critic, a feat Katz has subsequently repeated with several other vintages of Devil
Proof, as well as some of his single-vineyard Cabernets from the valley.

Jesse Katz of Aperture Cellars

On the back of his success, and with the help of investors, Katz has gone on to purchase
the Farrow Ranch property, which lies within an area that he and others, including
Jackson Family Wines, have recently submitted for consideration as a separate, high-
elevation sub-AVA of Alexander Valley known as Pocket Peak. The region is also home to
the Skipstone estate.

Characterised by its elevations up to 2,680 feet (816 m), heavily volcanic soils and
warmer temperatures than many other areas of the Alexander Valley, Pocket Peak will
include the steepest hillsides of the valley, some of which were initially excluded from
Alexander Valley when the AVA was first established, and then later included when the
AVA boundaries were revised in 1990.

‘Historically, the identity of Alexander Valley Cabernet has been difficult to understand’,
says Katz. ‘It’s time to put another level of detail into subdividing Alexander Valley. With
the unique altitudes and volcanic soils, farming difficulty and naturally low yields, | think
this area is really the most suited for bordeaux reds.’

It will likely take at least a couple of years to be approved, but this elevated slice of
Alexander Valley is making a bid to become the epicentre of luxury Sonoma Cabernet.
Based on some of the wines now coming from these hillside vineyards. | have every
expectation they will succeed.

The Farrow Ranch vineyard (courtesy of Aperture Cellars/Devil Proof)

Tasting the valley



With the help of the Sonoma County Vintners, as well as my own sourcing, | recently
assembled a cross-section of wines from Alexander Valley for an in-depth look at the
current state of the region’s winemaking. | was also able to include some notes on older
vintages from a few producers. Many wines were from the outstanding 2021 vintage,
which continues to be one of my favourites from the past decade.

The best wines from Alexander Valley are the equal of any found throughout California in
terms of overall quality. Producers such as Aperture and Skipstone are making bordeaux-
style blends with the alluring combination of power and elegance wrapped in the supplest
tannins that characterises the very top tier of California Cabernet Sauvignons. These
wines are just as ripe as those you would find over the mountains in Napa, clocking in at
14.6-14.8% alcohol, but the best of them have an electricity to their acid profile that not
every Napa wine can achieve. While these wines are priced well above $100 or even
$200 in some cases, on the whole they are still much less expensive than most of their
cult counterparts in Napa.

Those looking for more restrained, savoury character and somewhat lower alcohols in
their Cabernets can easily find them in producers such as Sutro and Medlock Ames, who
farm cooler pockets of the valley’s southern hillsides, as well as from the likes of Jordan
and Silver Oak, who produce large enough quantities of wines that they are easily found
in most markets.

Finally, while the tasting notes below are dominated by the bordeaux varieties, it would
be a mistake to overlook some of the old-vine Zinfandel field blends from producers such
as Bedrock, J Rickards and Ridge (see Ridge Lytton Springs turns 50). These wines deliver
unique flavour as well as evoking an important part of California’s wine history.

The 97 tasting notes below are ordered alphabetically by producer (sur)name but you can
reorder them to suit.

Select sorting option v

Alexander Valley Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley
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A blend of 93% Cabernet Sauvignon, 3% Merlot, 1.5% Petit Verdot, 1.5% Malbec and 1%
Cabernet Franc. Aged for 14 months in 25% new French and American oak. 8,300 cases
produced.

Smells of cherry and cola. Juicy flavours of cherry cola and a hint of blackberry bramble
are bright thanks to excellent acidity. Faint tannins hang gauzily in the background as the
wine finishes with hints of liquorice root and dried herbs. Fresh and tasty. VGV (AY)

14%
Drink
2024
2029
$28 RRP
16.5

Alexander Valley Vineyards, Organically Grown
Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

Made with certified organic grapes. Aged for 26 months in 50% French and 50% American
oak. 3,864 cases produced.

Aromas of cherry and oak. Juicy acidity keeps cherry and black-cherry flavours bright.
Hints of tobacco leaf and earth emerge with time and fine-grained tannins coat the
mouth. Oak and cherry linger in the finish with a hint of herbs. GV (AY)

14%
Drink
2024
2028
$35 RRP
16.5

Alexander Valley Vineyards Merlot 2021 Alexander
Valley
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Aged for 15 months in 25% new French and American oak. 14,056 cases produced.
Smells of cherry, plum and oak. Flavours of cherry and plum are wrapped in a hazelnut
and cocoa-powder cloud as fine-grained tannins sit mostly in the background. Decent
acidity keeps things lively across the palate. There's a bitterness that arrives on the mid
palate and lingers in the finish with a touch of sour cherry and oak. (AY)

14%
Drink
2024
2026
$24 RRP
15.5

Alexander Valley Vineyards, Homestead Red Blend
2021 Alexander Valley

A blend of 43% Merlot, 41% Zinfandel, 5% Syrah, 4% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Grenache
and 3% Mourvédre. Aged for 12 months in French and American oak. 11,051 cases
produced.

Smells of boysenberry, cocoa powder and dark-cherry fruit. Juicy flavours of blackberry,
boysenberry, cherry and chopped green herbs are wrapped in a lightly muscular skein of
tannins. Excellent acidity adds juiciness to the wine as notes of oak linger in the finish
with sour cherry and blackberry. (AY)

13.9%
Drink
2024
2027
$24 RRP
16

Aperture, Del Rio Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley
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Full bottle 1,760 g - overly heavy. Aged for 22 months in 100% new French oak. Bottled
unfined and unfiltered.

Inky garnet. Smells of black cherry and blackberry. Flavours of black cherry, blueberry
and blackberry are held in a muscular fist of tannins that slowly squeezes the palate.
Juicy acidity keeps flavours bright and mouth-watering as the tannins and hints of dried
herbs linger in the finish. Powerful. Needs a little time to relax in the bottle. Impressive.
(AY)

14.8%
Drink
2026
2036
$150 RRP
18

Aperture, Nomad 2021 Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,740 g - too heavy. A blend of 75% Cabernet Franc and 25% Merlot. Aged for
22 months in 70% new French oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered.

Smells of mint, dark plum, cherry and a hint of hazelnuts. Flavours of cherry and plum
mix with freshly chopped herbs and a hint of powdery earth. Dusty tannins coat the
mouth, as bright acidity keeps things juicy. Notes of road dust and plum skin linger in the
finish. Very fresh and tasty. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2034
$175 RRP
17.5

Aperture, Oliver Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley
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Full bottle 1,740 g - too heavy. Vineyard planted in 1989. Aged for 22 months in 80% new
French oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered.

Inky garnet. Aromas of cherry, violets and tobacco. Intensely juicy flavours of cherry,
black cherry, black plum and chopped herbs are surrounded by a haze of powdery
tannins that coat the mouth and slowly stiffen as the wine moves across the palate. Hints
of mocha and dried herbs linger in the finish. Fantastic acidity, incredible balance in the
midst of power, depth and complexity. A tour de force. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2024
2034
$150 RRP
19

Aperture, S J Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,740 g - too heavy. Aged for 22 months in 90% new French oak. Bottled
unfined and unfiltered.

Inky, opaque garnet. Smells of black cherry, cola and blackberries. Mouth-wateringly juicy
flavours of black cherry and cola mix with dried herbs and flowers, as fine-grained tannins
coat the mouth. Expansive and juicy, with nicely savoury notes lingering in the finish as a
counterbalance to the exuberant fruit. A powerhouse of a wine but with a breathtaking
effortlessness. Stunning. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2024
2036
$150 RRP
19

Bedarra, Estate Grown Malbec 2021 Alexander Valley
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Full, heavy bottle 1,600 g. A blend of 92% Malbec and 8% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged for
22 months in 33% new French oak. 75 cases produced.

Inky, opaque purple. Smells of blueberry and black cherry. Rich black-cherry and
blueberry flavours are bright with juicy acidity and wrapped in a lightly muscular tannic
grip. Fantastic acidity and brightness make this a nice balance between power and
juiciness. A hint of bitter liquorice root lingers in the finish as just a hint of oak emerges.
Impressive. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2030
$50 RRP
17.5

Bedarra, Estate Grown Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Full, heavy bottle 1,600 g. A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot and 10%
Malbec. Aged for 22 months in 40% new French oak. 150 cases produced.

Inky garnet. Smells of black cherry, blueberry, blackcurrants and oak. Dark, rich and
faintly sweet flavours of black cherry, blackcurrants and liquorice are wrapped in fluffy,
fleecy tannins and have slightly softer acidity than | would like. Sweet oak lingers in the
finish and slightly dries the mouth. (AY)

14.3%
Drink
2024
2028
$65 RRP
16.5
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Bedrock Wine Co, Nervo Ranch Heritage 2022
Alexander Valley

A Zinfandel-based field blend of 18 or more varieties including Négrette, Grenache Noir,
Trousseau Noir and Alicante Bouschet. Aged for 14 months in 25% new French oak.
Smells of blueberries, peaches, flowers and herbs. Explosively juicy blackberry and cherry
flavours are tinged with black peppercorns and liquorice. Lightly grippy tannins coat the
mouth, as fantastic acidity keeps the saliva glands in overdrive. There's a faint salinity
here that contributes to the wine's mouth-watering qualities. Very pleasurable. GV (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2024
2034
$48 RRP
17.5

Breathless, Single Vineyard Reserve Sparkling Pinot
Blanc 2020 Alexander Valley

4 g/l dosage. 250 cases produced.

Light gold with bronze highlights and very fine bubbles. Smells of apples and citrus peel.
A coarse mousse delivers lightly bitter flavours of apples, grapefruit zest and wet
chalkboard. Comes across as slightly narrow and austere. (AY)

12.5%
Drink
2024
2026
$60 RRP
15
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Bricoleur, Small Lot Program Zinfandel 2021
Alexander Valley

Cold-soaked for three days. Aged for 16 months in 10% new French oak. 191 cases
produced.

Smells of cocoa powder and berries. Flavours of boysenberry and liquorice mix with sweet
oak and cocoa powder. Decent acidity and light grippy tannins that gain strength and dry
the mouth slightly over time. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2027
$55 RRP
15.5

Bricoleur, Small Lot Program Zinfandel 2022
Alexander Valley

Cross-flow filtered. Aged in 10% new French oak. 176 cases produced.

Aromas of blackberries and black cherries. Bright blackberry flavours mix with liquorice
and a touch of sweet oak, as decent acidity and lightly grippy tannins coat the mouth.
There's an admirable freshness here, especially for a drought vintage. (AY)

14.9%
Drink
2024
2027
$55 RRP
16
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Carpenter, Stone Vineyard Chardonnay 2022
Alexander Valley

200 cases produced.

Light yellow gold. Smells of lemon curd and a hint of pineapple. Flavours of lemon curd,
pineapple and something more tropical. Silky texture. The acidity is just a little soft here,
which means the wine sits somewhat heavily on the palate despite the nice flavours. (AY)

13.7%
Drink
2024
2025
$50 RRP
15.5

Devil Proof, Farrow Ranch, Cima Ladera 2021
Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,740 g - overly heavy. A blend of 65% Malbec and 35% Cabernet Sauvignon,
all dry-farmed. Aged for 22 months in 90% new French oak. Bottled unfined and
unfiltered.

Inky garnet. Smells of blueberries, black cherries and violets. Flavours of blueberry and
black cherry are boisterous with fantastic acidity as notes of violets and blackberries
linger in the finish. Powdery tannins coat the mouth and gradually become more athletic.
An intense, lengthy finish rounds out a phenomenal mouthful of complexity and depth.
Outstanding. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2026
2036
$225 RRP
19
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Devil Proof, Farrow Ranch Malbec 2021 Alexander
Valley

Full bottle 1,740 g - overly heavy. Dry-farmed fruit on volcanic soils. Aged for 22 months
in 90% new French oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered.

Inky, opaque garnet with purple highlights. Aromas of blueberries and violets,
blackberries and black cherry. Intense, almost explosive flavours of blueberry, black
cherry and dried herbs are electric with excellent acidity. Powdery tannins coat the
mouth and linger through the finish with hints of black tea and herbs. Powerful but
without being ponderous. A study in muscular grace. Phenomenal. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2025
2037
$225 RRP
19

Dutcher Crossing, Stuhlmuller Vineyard Chardonnay
2022 Alexander Valley

Aged for 11 months sur lie in 25% new French oak. 484 cases produced.

Smells of rich lemon curd and orange peel. Flavours of lemon curd and orange peel are
soft and silky on the palate, but without enough acidity to keep them lively. This is a wine
that simply needs more zip. There's nothing wrong with the flavours. (AY)

14.3%
Drink
2024
2027
$47 RRP
15.5
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Dutcher Crossing, Hidden Hill Vineyard Syrah 2021
Alexander Valley

Aged for 16 months in 50% new French oak. 168 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet with purple highlights. Smells of freshly sawn or chipped wood and
dark fruits. In the mouth, sweet oak, dark blackberry and blueberry fruit flavours battle

for dominance on the palate. The fight is a draw, with woody and fruit notes continuing

through the finish as tannins slowly tighten their grip on the palate and slightly dry the

mouth. There's decent acidity here, but | could do with more. Overall the wine feels just
slightly too rich, ripe and extracted and with too much oak influence. (AY)

14.7%
Drink
2024
2025
$54 RRP
15

Dutcher Crossing, Cooney Reserve Cabernet
Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

Full, heavy bottle 1,570 g. A blend of 96% Cabernet Sauvignon and 4% Merlot. 30-day
skin contact, five-day cold soak. Aged for 22 months in 50% new French oak. 312 cases
produced.

Smells of black cherry, black plum and cola. Flavours of cherry and cola mix with
blackberries and a hint of liquorice as juicy acidity keeps things bright and even mouth-
watering. Fine-grained tannins gain strength and stiffness as the wine moves across the
palate. Notes of citrus peel, mocha and sweet oak linger in the finish. (AY)

14.9%
Drink
2024

2029
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$62 RRP
16.5

Eco Terreno, Rosalena Rosé Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley

A blend of 70% Cabernet Sauvignon, 23% Cabernet Franc and 7% Malbec. Whole clusters
direct-pressed with two hours of skin contact. Aged for six months in stainless steel. 125
cases produced.

Light baby pink with peach highlights. Aromas of sweet berries and watermelon candy.
Flavours of cherry and strawberry have a faint sweetness to them and a light chalky,
grippy tannic texture. Softer acidity than | would like. Hints of blueberry linger in the
finish. (AY)

13.2%
Drink
2024
2025
$95 RRP
15

Eco Terreno, Lyon Vineyard Los Cuatro 2021
Alexander Valley

A blend of 47% Cabernet Sauvignon, 27% Merlot, 9% Petit Verdot, 9% Malbec and 8%
Cabernet Franc. Destemmed and lightly crushed. Varieties fermented separately with
pumpovers. Aged for 18 months in 37% new French oak. Sterile filtered. 203 cases
produced.

Very dark, almost opaque garnet. Smells of oak and black cherry. Muscular tannins wrap
around a core of black cherry, plum and sweet oak. The tannins stiffen considerably over
time and dry the mouth. Decent acidity, but there's something very front-weighted about
this wine, which seems to not hold together as it moves across the palate. Sweet oak
dominates the finish. (AY)

14.3%


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292193
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292193
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292190
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292190

Drink
2024

2025
$85 RRP
15

Eco Terreno, Lyon Vineyard Malbec 2021 Alexander
Valley

A blend of 87% Malbec, 8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Merlot and 1% Petit Verdot.
Destemmed and lightly crushed. Varieties fermented separately with pumpovers. Aged
for 15 months in 35% new French oak. Sterile filtered. 107 cases produced.

Very dark garnet with purple highlights. Smells of blueberry and black-cherry fruit. Dark
flavours of blueberry, blackberry and black-cherry fruit have a density and heft to them
that is alluring, with extremely fine-grained tannins hanging gauzily on the edges of the
mouth, stiffening gently over time. Decent acidity leaves some freshness in the mouth
and the oak is well-integrated, showing up only in the finish with a hint of sweetness.
Dense and powerful, with a slightly brooding presence. A bit heavy. (AY)

14.3%
Drink
2024
2027
$65 RRP
16

Eco Terreno, Lyon Vineyard Riverbend Cabernet
Sauvignhon 2022 Alexander Valley

A blend of 77% Cabernet Sauvignon, 16% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot and 1% Malbec.
Destemmed and lightly crushed. Varieties fermented separately with pumpovers. Aged
for 18 months in 44% new French oak. Sterile filtered. 206 cases produced.

Very dark garnet. Smells of black cherry, sweet oak, cocoa powder and cola. Flavours of


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292191
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292191
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292192
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292192

black cherry, cola, dark earth and oak are wrapped in a fine-grained fist of tannins that
gradually squeezes the palate. Sweet oak and liquorice dominate the finish as the oak
dries out the mouth. Decent acidity, but the wood is a bit overwhelming here. (AY)

14.1%
Drink
2024
2027
$60 RRP
15.5

Ferrari-Carano, Prevail West Face 2021 Alexander
Valley

Incredibly heavy bottle. A blend of 66% Cabernet Sauvignon and 34% Syrah. Five-day
cold soak. Aged for 21 months in 65% new French oak. 1,296 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry, cola and sweet oak. Silky, polished flavours of black cherry and
blueberry mix with sweet oak and a hint of cola. Softer acidity means the wine sits
somewhat heavy and even slightly sweet on the palate with soft and plush tannins. Sweet
oak and cedar linger in the finish. (AY)

15.2%
Drink
2024
2026
$100 RRP
15

Flambeaux, Toby Lane Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. A blend of 98% Cabernet Sauvignon and 2% Malbec. Aged in a combination
of 75% new French oak and 25% American oak of which 25% is new. 174 cases produced.


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292194
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292194
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292195
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292195

Inky dark garnet. Aromas of black cherry, blueberry and blackberry fruit. Rich flavours of
black cherry and blackberry have a nice juiciness to them thanks to excellent acidity.
Lightly grippy tannins show their muscle over time, as hints of citrus peel, cedar and
liguorice root linger in the finish with dried herbs. Well-integrated oak. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2024
2034
$75 RRP
16.5

Francis Ford Coppola, Director's Cut Cabernet
Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

A blend of 83.5% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4.4% Syrah, 4.7% Petite Sirah and 7.4% ‘other
grapes’. Aged for 15 months in 40% new French and American oak.

Smells of nutty oak and dark berries. Sweet nutty flavours of oak and black cherry have a
nice smoothness to them and a lightly fleecy tannic texture. Decent acidity. Not horribly
complex but, as always, a wine of consistently reliable value. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2028
$30 RRP
15.5

Francis Ford Coppola, Archimedes Cabernet
Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. A blend of 93.8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4.4% Malbec, 1.6% Petit Verdot and
0.2% ‘other grapes’. Aged for 20 months in 80% new French oak. Certified sustainable


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292197
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292197
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292196
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292196

(Sonoma County). 1,586 cases produced.

Inky opaque garnet. Smells of hazelnuts and oak, sweet berries and liquorice. Plush fleecy
tannins wrap around a core of sweetish black cherry and plum. Decent acidity keeps
things relatively fresh across the palate as the tannins seem to grow in strength and
weight over time. The wine holds its prodigious alcohol reasonably well, but it comes
across as slightly hulking and massive without much subtlety. Oak dominates the finish.
(AY)

15%
Drink
2024
2028
$80 RRP
15.5

Hawkes Cabernet Sauvignon 2020 Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,690 g.

Smells of black cherry, cigar box and liquorice root. Powdery tannins coat the mouth and

surround a core of cherry and tobacco with a hint of cola nut. Flavours of cedar and dried
herbs linger in the finish along with the sweetness of oak and a nice dusty earthiness that
leans towards cocoa powder. Decent acidity keeps things relatively fresh and bright. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2034
$80 RRP
17

Hawkes, Pyramid Cabernet Sauvignon 2019
Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292200
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292199
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292199

Full bottle 1,560 g. ‘PYR’ on the label.

Aromas of black cherry, blackberry and blackcurrants. Wonderfully bright blueberry and
black-cherry flavours are bouncy with fantastic acidity. Powdery tannins coat the mouth
and gently stiffen with time. The oak is very well integrated. Notes of dried herbs and
liquorice root linger in the finish. There's a lovely freshness here, perhaps due to the
mountainous, forested site. Impressive. (AY)

14.3%
Drink
2025
2039
$95 RRP
17.5

Hoot Owl Creek Cabernet Sauvignon 2017 Alexander
Valley

Full bottle 1,630 g. Grown at around 700 ft above the valley floor in shale and red
volcanic soil. Aged for 18 months in 66% new French oak.

Dark ruby with garnet highlights. Smells of sweet mocha, cedar, dried black cherry and
dried herbs. In the mouth, the wine is expansive, with palate-coating tannins and oak-
driven flavours of mocha and sawdust mixed with black cherry and blackcurrant. There's
a minty note in the finish which is soon overwhelmed by the flavour of wood. Too much
oak influence for my taste, though it will appeal to some. (AY)

15%
Drink
2026
2032
$65 RRP
16


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292201
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292201

J Rickards, 1908 Brignole Reserve Old Vine Zinfandel
2021 Alexander Valley

An old-vine field blend planted in 1908. A mix of 80% Zinfandel, 10% Petite Sirah, 5%
Carignan, 4% Mataro and 1% other grapes such as Alicante Bouschet, Muscat de Canelli
and Golden Chasselas. Aged 22 months in 33% new French oak. 150 cases produced.
Smells of blackberry pie and blueberry compote. Flavours of blackberry and blueberry
mix with juicy acidity and lightly muscular tannins that gradually squeeze the palate.
Notes of liquorice root and candied lavender linger in the finish. Nicely floral. VGV (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2024
2030
$38 RRP
17

Jordan Cabernet Sauvignon 2020 Alexander Valley

A blend of 83% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot and 1% Malbec. 10.8%
of the fruit comes from Mendocino County. Aged for 13 months in 42% new and 58%
second-use French oak. Fined with egg whites and filtered before bottling.

Smells of dark-cherry fruit, sweet oak and blackcurrant. Black-cherry and blackcurrant
flavours mix with a touch of cola as muscular tannins grip the palate and squeeze with
increasing strength. Excellent acidity keeps things fresh, leaving a fresh herbal note in
the finish along with liquorice root and scents of oak. Young still, but with staying power.
(AY)

13.6%
Drink
2024
2038
$60 RRP
17 +


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292202
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292202
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292204

Jordan Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 Alexander Valley

A blend of 77% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot, 2% Malbec. 85% of the
fruit comes from Alexander Valley, while 13% comes from Mendocino and 2% from
Sonoma's Dry Creek Valley. Fined with egg whites and filtered before bottling. Aged in
47% new and 53% second-use French oak for 13 months.

Smells of tobacco leaf, mint, blackcurrant and cherry. Juicy flavours of cherry and
blackcurrant mix with citrus peel and a touch of cola nut as muscular tannins coat the
mouth and gently squeeze the palate. Notes of dried herbs and earth linger in the finish.
Excellent acidity and nice medium-bodied weight on the palate. Very fine. (AY)

13.8%
Drink
2018
2030
$85 RRP
17

Lampson Family Wines, Stone Ranch Cabernet
Sauvignon 2022 Alexander Valley

Certified sustainable (Sonoma County). 45 cases produced.

Aromas of sweet oak and cherries. Flavours of oak dominate, with notes of cherry and
cola. Decent acidity keeps things juicy, but the wood overwhelms the fruit and makes it
take a back seat to toasty oak. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2026
2034
$65 RRP
16


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292203
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292205
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292205

Lancaster Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Alexander
Valley

Extremely heavy bottle. A blend of 87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 6% Merlot, 3% Malbec, 2%
Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot. Aged for 24 months in French oak. 5,000 cases
produced.

Smells of black cherry, blueberry and blackberries. Flavours of black cherry and
blackberry are wrapped in muscular but supple, fine-grained tannins and bright with very
good acidity. Sweet oak dominates the finish, but the dark-berry fruit makes a good
showing of it. Brawny and big, but with enough juiciness to carry it off without a sense of
heaviness. (AY)

15.2%
Drink
2025
2030
$125 RRP
16.5

Lancaster, Winemaker's Cuvée Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley

Extremely heavy bottle. A blend of 86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 2%
Petit Verdot and 2% Marsanne. Aged for 15 months in 50% new French oak. 5,000 cases
produced.

Smells of black cherry and tobacco with hints of blackberry. Flavours of black cherry and
blackberry are juicy with excellent acidity and shot through with mocha and dried herbs.
Muscular tannins coat the mouth with a powdery texture, though they stiffen
considerably over time and start to squeeze the palate. While the fruit is big here, the
acidity keeps things fresh. Oak and hints of liquorice linger in the finish. Brawny and
chiselled. (AY)

15%
Drink


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292206
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292206
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292207
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292207

2026

2032
$125 RRP
16.5

Longboard, Rhino Chaser Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,540 g. A blend of 94% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Merlot and 1% Malbec.
Unfined and unfiltered. Spends 23 months in French oak. 400 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet. Smells faintly of struck match, along with black cherry and
blackberry. Muscular tannins with a powdery texture wrap around a core of black cherry,
green herbs and blackberry. There's a hint of black-olive salinity here, as well. Decent
acidity keeps the wine from feeling too thick on the palate, but there's an impression of
excess density. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2026
2030
$55 RRP
16

Longboard, Maverick's Chrome Cabernet Sauvignhon
2021 Alexander Valley

Aged for 24 months in 40% new French oak. 126, cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet. Aromas of sweet oak and black cherry. Juicy flavours of black cherry
mix with hints of blueberry and plum as faint gauzy tannins coat the mouth. Excellent
acidity adds a nice freshness to this wine, which is light on its feet and tasty. The oak,
which seemed to stick out on the nose, is very well integrated on the palate. (AY)

14.5%
Drink


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292210
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292210
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292209
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292209

2024

2029
$78 RRP
16.5

Medlock Ames, Burning Daylight Sauvignon Blanc
2023 Alexander Valley

Made with organic grapes. Aged for eight months in 12% new French oak, 37% once-filled
French oak and 61% neutral oak. 530 cases produced.

Smells of lemon zest, passion fruit and green apple. Bright and silky flavours of passion
fruit and honeysuckle mix with green-apple skin and a touch of pink grapefruit. There's a
light chalky texture that remains on the palate, with very good acidity and the faintest
hint of salinity keeps the salivary glands pumping. (AY)

14.1%
Drink
2024
2026
$55 RRP
16.5

Medlock Ames, Burning Daylight Sauvignon Blanc
2022 Alexander Valley

Made with organic grapes. Fermented and aged for eight months in 12% new French oak,
10% once-filled French oak and 78% neutral oak. 610 cases produced.

Near colourless with a faint golden hue. Smells of lemon and lime. Flavours of lemon,
grapefruit and lime zest are mouth-wateringly bright, with zippy notes of citrus zest and
green apple lingering in the finish. Faintly saline and extremely delicious. GV (AY)

14.1%
Drink
2023


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292220
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292220
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292218
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292218

2025
$55 RRP
17.5

Medlock Ames, Fifty Tons Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Made with CCOF certified organic grapes. A blend of 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8%
Cabernet Franc and 2% Merlot. Aged for 22 months in 75% new French oak. 540 cases
produced.

Inky, opaque garnet with purple highlights. Smells of sweet oak, black cherry and
blackcurrant. Powerful tannins wrap with a tight fist around flavours of black cherry,
blackcurrant and a hint of cola. Dried herbs and liquorice linger in the finish. Excellent
acidity makes sure the fruit is juicy, but the tannins here are so powerful, this bottle
suggests waiting a couple of years. Intense. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2027
2037
$110 RRP
17

Medlock Ames, The Wedding Tree Cabernet
Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

A blend of 86% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot and 6% Cabernet Franc. Aged for 22
months in 78% new French oak. 744 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet with purple highlights. Smells of crushed nuts, mocha, sweet oak and
dark-cherry fruit. Extremely juicy flavours of black cherry, black plum, plum skin, cola and
crushed nuts have a wonderful juiciness to them, as muscular tannins coat the mouth and
put a strong squeeze on the palate. The addition of Merlot here seems to give this wine
lift and more energy than the Fifty Tons bottling and as a result it is slightly more


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292222
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292222
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292237
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292237

accessible in its youth and ultimately, | think, more balanced. Excellent acidity and
freshness. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2025
2036
$110 RRP
17.5

Medlock Ames, The Flag Cabernet Sauvignon 2019
Alexander Valley

Includes 5% Cabernet Franc, 5% Malbec and 1% Merlot. 218 cases produced.

Very dark garnet. Aromas of coffee, black cherry and cassis. On the palate, the wine
comes across as high-octane with powdery, voluminous tannins that wrap around a core
of black cherry and cassis mixed with liquorice, mocha and dried herbs. Softer acidity
than I'd like. (AY)

15%
Drink
2022
2030
$200 RRP
17

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley

Made with CCOF certified organic grapes. A blend of 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13%
Cabernet Franc, 8% Merlot and 4% Malbec. Aged for 22 months in 55% new French oak.
1,000 cases produced.

Inky garnet. Smells of crushed nuts, black cherry and sweet oak. Extremely juicy flavours


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292236
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292236
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292213
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292213

of black cherry and black plum are wrapped in muscular tannins that put the squeeze on
the palate. Fantastic acidity makes for a mouth-watering package as notes of black
cherry, graphite and blueberries linger in the finish. Powerful, deep, rich and very tasty.
(AY)

14.3%
Drink
2024
2034
$70 RRP
17

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2019 Alexander Valley

Inky garnet with purple highlights. Smells of black cherry and a touch of smoky oak.
Flavours of black cherry and cola mix with espresso and a touch of alcoholic bitterness.
Some dried flowers and liquorice in the finish. (AY)

14.9%
Drink
2022
2029
$70 RRP
16

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2011 Alexander Valley

Contains 22% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc and 1% Petit Verdot. Spends 22 months in 62%
new French oak. 1,103 cases produced.

Smells of cedar, mint, dried herbs and dried flowers. Juicy flavours of dried herbs, black
cherries, earth and liquorice. Powdery, muscular tannins still have significant heft to


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292211
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292211
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292214
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292214

them. Plum, black cherry and liquorice linger in the finish. Excellent acidity. (AY)

13.1%
Drink
2014

2024
17

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2005 Alexander Valley

682 cases produced.

Very dark ruby. Smells of aromatic herbs, dried flowers and earth with a touch of red
fruit. Flavours of dried fruit, herbs and touch of balsamic vinegar have a strong acidity,
some of which is volatile acidity, but there's a whisper of fruit sweetness still. Tangy. (AY)

13.9%
Drink
2008

2019
15.5

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2004 Alexander Valley

Includes 1% Merlot. 633 cases produced.

Dark ruby with visible sediment. Smells of dried berries and very pretty, aromatic dried
herbs. Vibrant acidity enlivens flavours of dried herbs, dried cherries, dried raspberries
and a touch of road dust. Powdery tannins have a cottony feel in the mouth. Notes of
citrus and potpourri linger in the finish. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2007


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292212
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292212
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292216
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292216

2018
16

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2003 Alexander Valley

Includes 8% Merlot. 798 cases produced.

Dark ruby. Smells of camphor wood, bitter herbs and spices. Somewhat sharp and bitter
with flavours of fennel seeds and leather, which seem to be echoed in texture by faint
leathery tannins. Angular. (AY)

13.9%
Drink
2006

2012
15

Medlock Ames, Bell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon
2002 Alexander Valley

Includes 10% Merlot. 262 cases produced.

Dark ruby with caramel highlights. Smells of roasted figs, smoked meat, raisins and red
miso. Still-juicy flavours of red-apple skin, dried berries, leather, earth and dried herbs
mix with red miso and a touch of orange peel. Wispy tannins. There's some definite
alcoholic heat in the finish. (AY)

15.1%
Drink
2006
2015
16


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292217
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292217
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292215
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292215

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2018 Alexander Valley

Includes 9% Merlot and 1% Malbec. Spent 19 months in 60% new French oak. 530 cases
produced.

Inky, dark garnet. Smells of cherry, cola and plum. Fantastically bright acidity makes
flavours of plum skin, cherry and cola very juicy and vibrant. Powdery, fine-grained
tannins. Refined and delicious. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2021
2035
$105 RRP
17.5

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2017 Alexander Valley

Includes 12% Malbec and 5% Merlot. Aged for 19 months in 75% new French oak. 520
cases produced.

Inky, dark garnet with purple highlights. Aromas of black cherry and cola swirl with hints
of cassis. Flavours of black cherry, cassis and cola have a juicy brightness thanks to
excellent acidity. A strong, even spicy, mint character as the wine finishes reminds me of
the herb winter savoury, joined by notes of citrus peel and bergamot. Muscular but
refined tannins. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2020
2030
$115 RRP
17.5


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292227
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292227
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292225
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292225

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2016 Alexander Valley

Includes 10% Malbec, 8% Merlot and 5% Petit Verdot. Spent 19 months in 70% new
French oak. 450 cases produced.

Inky garnet with hints of purple. Smells of black cherry, black tea and aromatic herbs.
Rich flavours of black cherry, black tea and dried herbs are bright with juicy acidity.
Leathery, muscular tannins are fine grained and still a little stiff. Notes of incense in the
finish. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2019

2030
17

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2015 Alexander Valley

Includes 10% Malbec, 8% Merlot and 5% Petit Verdot. Spent 19 months in 70% new
French oak. 450 cases produced.

Smells faintly medicinal, with notes of black cherry and plum. Juicy flavours of black
cherry and plum are shot through with orange peel and aromatic herbs. The aromatic
herbs linger through the finish with a touch of alcoholic heat. Supple, muscular tannins.
Great acidity. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2018
2026
17


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292235
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292235
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292234
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292234

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2014 Alexander Valley

Includes 10% Malbec and 6% Petit Verdot. Spends 19 months in 36% new French oak.
450 cases produced.

Inky garnet. Smells of dried flowers, black cherry, blueberry and herbs. Particularly bright
acidity makes flavours of dried herbs, black cherry, blackberry and earth juicy and lively.
Notes of citrus peel linger in the finish. Tasty. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2017

2026
17.5

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2013 Alexander Valley

Includes 11% Malbec, 8% Merlot and 4% Petit Verdot. 397 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet. Aromas of soy sauce and nigoise olives, with hints of black fruit. Rich
flavours of black cherry and black olive have a plush velvety quality with softer acidity
than | would like. Notes of liquorice and lavender. Nice flavours despite the slightly hefty
quality to the wine. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2016
2022
16.5


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292224
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292224
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292229
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292229

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2012 Alexander Valley

Includes 8% Malbec, 8% Petit Verdot and 1% Merlot. Spends 19 months in 47% new
French oak. 220 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry and mocha. Juicy flavours of black cherry and black plum mix with
dried herbs, a touch of orange peel and nice powdery tannins that hang wispily in the
background. Notes of citrus and liquorice persist in the finish. Excellent acidity. (AY)

14.1%
Drink
2015

2026
17.5

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2010 Alexander Valley

Aged for 22 months in 50% new oak. 347 cases produced.

Smells of dried herbs, mint, celery, earth and flowers. In the mouth, minty, herbal notes
mix with flavours of dark black cherry and river mud as supple powdery tannins flex their
muscles. Nice length, with cigar-box notes on the finish. (AY)

13.5%
Drink
2013

2025
17

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2009 Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292223
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292223
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292233
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292233
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292232
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292232

Aged for 22 months in 57% new oak. 99 cases produced.

Smells of dried flowers and dried herbs mixed with black-cherry fruit. Flavours of black
cherry and black plum mix with dried herbs and potting soil. Excellent acidity puckers the
edge of the mouth as the tannins go from fleecy to stiffer leather across the palate. (AY)

13.6%
Drink
2012

2026
17

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2008 Alexander Valley

Aged for 22 months in 67% new oak. 223 cases produced.

Dark ruby. Aromas of aromatic herbs, earth, mushrooms and dark fruit. Rich and dark
flavours of black cherry and black-plum skin are wrapped in a thick fleecy blanket of
tannins. Notes of dirt and liquorice linger in the finish. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2011

2022
16.5

Medlock Ames, Kate's & B's Cabernet Sauvignon
2006 Alexander Valley

Aged for 22 months in 70% new oak. 65 cases produced.

Very dark ruby with a touch of garnet. Smells of mocha and graphite, roast fig and
prunes. Powdery, muscular tannins coat the mouth, as dark cherry and prune flavours
have a nice brightness thanks to excellent acidity. An earthy, dark quality lingers with
liquorice notes through the finish. Ageing nicely. (AY)


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292228
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292228
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292230
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292230

14.3%
Drink
2009

2020
17

Medlock Ames, Yarrow Merlot 2019 Alexander Valley

Spends 21 months in 11% new French oak. 800 cases produced.

Smells of black plum, black cherry and a hint of boysenberry. Black plum and cassis
flavours have a surprisingly muscular tannic structure, with a very brooding quality.
Notes of blueberry linger in the finish. Decent acidity. (AY)

14.7%
Drink
2024
2029
$70 RRP
16

Ridge, Geyserville 2022 Alexander Valley

A blend of 67% Zinfandel, 20% Carignan, 10% Petite Sirah and 3% Mataro.

Smells of blueberry and blackberry fruits. Wonderfully bright acidity makes flavours of
blueberry, blackberry and boysenberry bright and bouncy, followed by a kumquat-citric
bitterness that puckers the cheeks even as darker, dustier notes evolve on the palate.
The finish has the telltale whisper of coconutty American oak kissed with a little vanilla.
Lightly powdery tannins. Tasty. GV (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2026
2038
$56 RRP


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292238
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292263

17.5

Ridge, Geyserville 2013 Alexander Valley

A blend of 73% Zinfandel, 17% Carignan, 9% Petite Sirah and 1% Mataro.

Dark ruby. Aromas of lavender, roasted fig, blackberries and a hint of citrus peel.
Fantastic acidity makes flavours of blackberries, figs, cola, a salty meatiness and dried
herbs wonderfully mouth-watering. Faint dusty tannins linger with citrus peel and dried
herbs in the finish. Really delicious. The wine unfolds on the palate with a deliberateness
that is quite compelling. (AY)

14.7%
Drink
2016
2030
17.5

Ridge, Geyserville 2008 Alexander Valley

A blend of 72% Zinfandel, 20% Carignan, 6% Petite Sirah and 2% Mataro.

Aromas of slightly meaty cherry and blackberry fruit meld with notes of carob and earth.
Faintly salty flavours of dried herbs, roasted figs, dried cherries and a touch of lavender
are all dusted with powdery tannins. Some lovely umami things going on here. Excellent
acidity and great length. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2012
2029
17.5

Robert Young, Melon 2023 Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292262
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292264
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292269

Whole-cluster pressed with three hours of skin contact, then cold settled and racked to
steel tanks for fermentation. Aged in neutral barrels (with one new acacia barrel) for
three months. Closed with a screwcap. 375 cases produced.

Smells of white flowers and white peach. Slightly angular flavours of melon, white peach
and a touch of citrus peel have a rich ripeness, but without enough acidity to keep them
fresh. A hint of jalapeno lingers with some heat in the finish. (AY)

13.5%
Drink
2024
2025
$45 RRP
15

Robert Young, Bob's Burn Pile 2020 Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,580 g. Aged sur lie for 24 months in 100% new French oak. 625 cases
produced.

Smells of black cherry and blackcurrant with a hint of distilled spirits. Flavours of black
cherry and blackberry come across as high-octane and are somewhat hollow on the mid
palate. Alcoholic heat emerges on the finish. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2024
2028
$105 RRP
15

Robert Young, Scion Cabernet Sauvignon 2020
Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292265
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292266
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292266

Aged for 24 months sur lie in 43% new French oak. 1,250 cases produced.

Smells of cherry and oak. In the mouth, the wine is somewhat narrow and bitter, with
cherry and oak flavours somehow compressed and angular. Hints of alcoholic heat linger
in the finish. Polished tannins and good acidity. (AY)

14.7%
Drink
2026
2029
$76 RRP
14.5

Robert Young, Thomas Meek Cabernet Sauvignon
2020 Alexander Valley

Full bottle 1,780 g. Aged for 24 months in 50% new French oak. Native-yeast
fermentation, inoculated for malolactic. 300 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry, wormwood and distilled spirits. Bitter flavours of cherry and
blackberry are narrow and high-octane, leaving even more bitter notes in the finish.
Polished tannins and good acidity. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2025
2029
$105 RRP
15

Robert Young, Silas Cabernet Sauvignon 2019
Alexander Valley

Full bottle an astounding 1,980 g. 82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 18% Petit Verdot aged sur lie
for 24 months in 68% new French oak. 150 cases produced.


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292268
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292268
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292267
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292267

Smells of black cherry and cola. Flavours of black cherry and cola mix with a touch of
liquorice and sweet oak. Bitter, high-octane notes of alcohol linger in the finish along with
black cherry and mocha. Polished tannins and good acidity. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2024
2029
$155 RRP
15.5

Rodney Strong Sauvignon Blanc 2023 Alexander
Valley

A blend of 94% Sauvignon Blanc, 3% Viognier and 3% Sémillon. 54% of the wine is aged
in 75% new 400-litre French oak, 45% in stainless steel and 1% in ceramic egg. Cross-
flow filtration. Closed with a screwcap. 6,600 cases produced.

Pale greenish gold. Smells of green apple and lemon pith. Flavours of green-apple skin
and lime mix with a hint of kiwi as a chalky texture lingers in the finish. The flavours here
are not as intense as one might hope and the acidity a bit softer. (AY)

13.5%
Drink
2024
2025
$25 RRP
15.5

Rodney Strong Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Alexander
Valley

Spends an average of 14 days on the skins. Aged for 18 months in 50% new French oak.
34,000 cases produced.


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292270
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292270
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292272
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292272

Aromas of mocha and oak layered over dark fruit. Flavours of mocha and dark black
cherry mix with a hint of tinned black olive. Powdery tannins coat the mouth and there's a
salty liquorice note in the finish. Decent acidity. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2027
$35 RRP
15

Rodney Strong, Alexander's Crown Cabernet
Sauvignon 2019 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Spends an average of 21 days on the skins. Made from a single block grown
at 360 ft of elevation. Aged for 24 months in 100% new French oak. 600 cases produced.
Smells of black cherry and cola, with a hint of nuttiness. Flavours of black cherry, black
plum and crushed nuts mix with cola and a touch of dried herbs. Excellent acidity keeps
things fresh and fine-grained tannins are quite restrained. Sweet oak lingers with fresh
herbs in the finish. This wine holds its wood very well. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2034
$90 RRP
17

Rodney Strong, Rockaway Cabernet Sauvignon 2019
Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Grown at 700 ft of elevation. Cross-flow filtration. Aged for 24 months in
100% new French oak. 600 cases produced.


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292274
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292274
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292275
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292275

Smells of black cherry and cola and tastes of those, too. The flavours have nice, juicy
brightness to them thanks to excellent acidity. Muscular, grippy tannins emerge over
time and gradually tighten their hold on the palate, but not enough to distract from the
boisterous cherry, plum, cola and sweet oak notes that linger for a long while in the
finish. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2031
$90 RRP
16.5

Roth Cabernet Sauvignon 2022 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. A blend of 91% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4% Malbec, 2% Petit Verdot, 2%
Merlot and 1% Syrah. Aged for 18 months in a combination of French, American and
Hungarian oak of which 25% is new. 200 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry and cola. Wonderfully juicy flavours of black cherry, crushed nuts,
cola and liquorice give an overall Dr Pepper quality to the wine that is quite appealing.
Excellent acidity, powdery, mouth-coating tannins and a nice poise make for an
extremely drinkable wine, but one that | suspect will age quite well. Mercifully little oak
influence, letting you taste the hillside fruit in all its glory. A touch of green herbs adds a
grace note to the finish. Delicious. VGV (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2034
$36 RRP
17.5

Seghesio, Home Ranch Vineyard Rosato 2023
Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292276
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292279
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292279

A blend of 77% Aglianico and 23% Barbera. Whole-cluster fermentation with only brief
skin contact before pressing. Racked off heavy lees for stabilisation and allowed to age
for six months in stainless steel prior to bottling. Closed with a screwcap. 634 cases
produced.

Pale peachy pink. Smells of citrus peel, peach and candied sour cherries. Faintly sweet
flavours of citrus peel, raspberry, sour cherry and herbs have a nice snap thanks to
excellent acidity. A distinctive and characterful rosé. VGV (AY)

12%
Drink
2024
2026
$30 RRP
16.5

Seghesio, Rattlesnake Hill Vineyard Venom 2021
Alexander Valley

Sangiovese. The wine was racked twice prior to blending and bottling. Aged for 15
months in 11% new French oak puncheons (500-litre), 28% concrete tanks and 61%
seasoned French oak puncheons. 1,628 cases produced.

Smells of cherry and incense. Bright flavours of cherry mix with mulling spices and
potpourri as excellent acidity keeps things juicy. Faint powdery tannins gently buff the
palate and hints of chopped green herbs emerge on the finish along with hints of oak.
There's also a nice stony underbelly to this wine. Will likely age well. GV (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2029
$55 RRP
16.5 ++

Seghesio, Chianti Station 2021 Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292280
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292280
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292277

A Sangiovese-based field blend that includes Canaiolo Nero, Malvasia and Trebbiano
planted in 1910. Racked once after completion of malolactic fermentation and once to
bottle. Minimally filtered. Aged for 15 months in 33% second-use French oak barriques
and 67% neutral French puncheons (500-litre). 141 cases produced.

Aromas of cherry, brown sugar and flowers. Juicy acidity makes flavours of cherry, citrus
peel, hibiscus and cola bouncy on the palate as powdery tannins coat the mouth and
gradually stiffen to provide a surprising amount of structure to the wine. Notes of sawdust
and incense linger in the finish, which has a brisk freshness. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2025
2030
$85 RRP
16.5

Seghesio, Home Ranch Vineyard Zinfandel 2021
Alexander Valley

A blend of 90% Zinfandel and 10% Petite Sirah. Racked twice prior to blending and once
more in order to bottle. Aged for 15 months in a combination of 15% new French oak and
85% used French and American oak. 2,200 cases produced.

Smells of blackberry, liquorice and blackstrap molasses. Flavours of blackberry and black
cherry mix with liquorice and cola notes. Barely perceptible tannins hang ghostlike in the
wings as the fruit moves across the palate. Fairly well balanced, with excellent acidity
and showing little sign of its prodigious alcohol. (AY)

15.5%
Drink
2024
2027
$65 RRP
16


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292278
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292278

Silver Oak Cabernet Sauvignon 2020 Alexander
Valley

A blend of 95.2% Cabernet Sauvignon, 2.1% Merlot, 1.4% Cabernet Franc, 0.7% Petit
Verdot and 0.6% Malbec. Aged in American oak for 24 months.

Smells of black cherry and blackberry. Flavours of black cherry and cola have a nice
juiciness to them as muscular, slightly rustic tannins grab the palate and give it a
squeeze. The tannins also dry the mouth slightly, leaving a faint hint of coconut along
with black cherry in the finish. Excellent acidity keeps things fresh and bright. (AY)

14.6%
Drink
2026
2038
$100 RRP
16.5

Silver Oak Cabernet Sauvignon 2019 Alexander
Valley

A blend of 94.8% Cabernet Sauvignon, 4.2% Merlot and 1% Cabernet Franc. Aged in
American oak for 18 months.

Smells of sweet black cherry and cola. Flavours of black cherry, cola and hints of mocha
have a nice bright juiciness thanks to excellent acidity. Powdery tannins coat the mouth
and stiffen slightly with time. The oak is very well integrated here, making its presence
felt in the gradually more muscular tannins and a scent of woodiness in the finish. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2024
2034
$100 RRP
17


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292281
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292281
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292282
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292282

Skipstone, Faultline Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
2021 Alexander Valley

Full, heavy bottle 1,790 g. A blend of 58% Merlot and 42% Cabernet Franc. Aged for 19
months in 75% new French oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered. 275 cases produced.
Smells of struck match and dark plum fruit. Flavours of plum and cherry mix with dried
herbs and crushed nuts as hints of flowers and sweet oak linger in the finish. Lightly
grippy tannins stiffen over time but remain pretty and supple, with a powdery grain.
Excellent acidity rounds out a very impressive package. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2024
2032
$185 RRP
17.5

Skipstone, Oliver's Blend Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Full, heavy bottle 1,790 g. Cabernet Sauvignon, aged for 19 months in 79% new French
oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered. 542 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet. Aromas of black cherry, sage and cola. Rich flavours of black cherry
and black plum are juicy and plush without being heavy, thanks in part to excellent
acidity. Fine-grained, athletic tannins wrap around the core of dark fruit which has a floral
quality. Wonderfully seamless and incredibly well integrated, with the wood nicely
subsumed into the fruit leaving only hints of pencil lead to linger in the finish. Delicious.
(AY)

14.6%
Drink
2024

2036


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292283
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292283
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292284
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292284

$185 RRP
18

St Francis, Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Two-day cold soak. Unfined. Aged for 20 months in 45% new French oak. 1,582 cases
produced.

Inky, opaque garnet with purple highlights. Smells of sweet oak, black cherry and
blackcurrant syrup. Rich and powerful black cherry and blackcurrant flavours are
surrounded and supported by supple tannins that coat the mouth and flex their athletic
muscles as notes of liquorice and road dust linger in the finish. Dense and chewy, with
well-integrated oak that only peeks out in the finish. This wine needs a few years to relax.
(AY)

14.7%
Drink
2026
2036
$85 RRP
16.5

Stressed Vines, Reynoso Family Vineyards Cabernet
Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley

Cold-soaked for 4 days. Aged for 22 months in 65% new French oak. 93 cases produced.
Smells of sweet black-cherry fruit. Sweetish black-cherry fruit flavours are wrapped in a
fleecy blanket of tannins. Decent acidity, but missing some complexity and lift. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2024
2027
$66 RRP


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292285
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292285
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292286
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292286

15.5

Stuhimuller Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Alexander
Valley

Includes a small amount of Petit Verdot. 1,300 cases produced.

Opaque garnet with purple highlights. Smells of sweet oak and black-cherry fruit. Supple,
fine-grained tannins wrap around a core of black cherry, blackcurrant and dried herb
flavours. Juicy acidity keeps things fresh, as hints of oak linger with the cherry fruit in the
finish. GV (AY)

14.2%
Drink
2024
2030
$50 RRP
16.5

Stuhimuller, Block Twelve Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Fermented 50% in barrel and 50% in open-top tanks. 150 cases produced.
Inky, opaque garnet. Aromas of black cherry, blueberry and sweet oak. Juicy acidity keeps
flavours of black cherry, blackcurrant and mulberry quite bouncy and fresh, as powdery
tannins coat the mouth and gradually stiffen. Rich but not heavy, this wine has a nice
combination of intensity and lift. (AY)

14%
Drink
2024
2034
$85 RRP
17


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292288
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292288
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292287
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292287

Stuhimuller, Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Free-run juice only. Aged for 18 months in oak. 200 cases produced.

Inky, opaque garnet. Smells of dark fruit and sweet oak. Flavours of black cherry,
blackberry and blackcurrant mix with dried herbs and a touch of cola as wonderfully
supple, fine-grained tannins coat the mouth. Excellent acidity keeps this wine fresh and
juicy on the palate, with extremely well-integrated oak that peeks out only slightly in the
finish with a hint of sweetness. Powerful but not dense or thick, this is a wine that will
reward ageing. (AY)

14.2%
Drink
2026
2040
$75 RRP
17 +

Sutro, Warnecke Ranch Merlot 2021 Alexander
Valley

Contains 5% Malbec. Fermented with ambient yeasts, then barrel aged for 22 months in
neutral French oak. No fining. 82 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry and plum mixed with dried flowers. Flavours of plum and black
cherry are wrapped in a lightly muscular skein of tannins as hints of dried herbs and earth
emerge in the finish along with the slight tang of orange peel. Excellent acidity. (AY)

13.5%
Drink
2024
2030
$60 RRP
17


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292289
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292289
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292292
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292292

Sutro, Warnecke Ranch Merlot 2020 Alexander
Valley

A blend of 87% Merlot, 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 3% Malbec. Ambient-yeast
fermentation. Aged for 22 months in 100% neutral oak. Bottled unfined and unfiltered.
244 cases produced.

Smells of black plums and mocha. Flavours of plum, earth, mocha and dried herbs have a
nice freshness to them thanks to excellent acidity. Soft, gauzy tannins caress the palate.
Notes of cedar and cherry linger in the finish. (AY)

13.9%
Drink
2023
2026
$60 RRP
16.5

Sutro, Warnecke Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 2021
Alexander Valley

A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 16% Merlot and 4% Petit Verdot. Aged for 22
months in 33% new Hungarian oak. No fining. 266 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry, black tea and cassis. Supple, fine-grained, muscular tannins coat
the mouth as flavours of black cherry, black tea and earth move across the palate with a
surprisingly savoury quality. Hints of dried herbs and road dust linger in the finish.
Excellent acidity. (AY)

14.8%
Drink
2024
2030
$75 RRP
17


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292290
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292290
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292293
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292293

Sutro, Warnecke Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 2020
Alexander Valley

A blend of 87% Cabernet Sauvignon, 8% Merlot, 2% Cabernet Franc and 3% Petit Verdot.
Aged for 21 months in 20% new Hungarian oak. 370 cases produced.

Smells of black cherry, black plum and mocha. Flavours of black cherry, cola and mocha
have a nice aromatic sweetness to them, as the toasty aroma of oak emerges to pervade
the finish. Decent acidity, but could use a bit more. (AY)

14.5%
Drink
2023
2026
$75 RRP
16

Zialena Sauvignon Blanc 2023 Alexander Valley

Fermented and aged in a concrete egg.
Smells of grapefruit and lemon peel. Flavours of pink grapefruit, lemon and a hint of
green apple have decent acidity and a nice chalky texture. (AY)

13.7%
Drink
2024
2025
$38 RRP
15.5

Zialena Cabernet Sauvignon 2021 Alexander Valley



https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292291
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292291
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292307
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292305

Heavy bottle. Fermented in a concrete egg, then aged in a combination of new and
neutral oak. 1,016 cases produced.

Smells of cola, cherry, mocha and brown sugar. Flavours of black cherry and cola mix
with liquorice and dried herbs. Decent acidity keeps the wine relatively fresh, as powdery
tannins coat the mouth and gently stiffen over time. There's a nutty character to the
finish, along with the mocha notes of oak. (AY)

14.4%
Drink
2024
2029
$66 RRP
16

Zialena Zinfandel 2021 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Fermented in a concrete egg, then aged in neutral oak. 802 cases
produced.

Smells of brown sugar and raisins. Flavours of fig and blackberry mix with raisins and
prunes. Decent acidity and light muscular tannins. There's definitely a caramelised
quality to this wine that is surprising given its lower alcohol and concrete-egg
fermentation. (AY)

14.1%
Drink
2024
2026
$42 RRP
15.5

Zialena, Reserve Zinfandel 2021 Alexander Valley

Heavy bottle. Fermented in a concrete egg, then aged in oak. 288 cases produced.
Smells of blackberry and brown sugar. Flavours of blackberry and plum mix with brown


https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292306
https://www.jancisrobinson.com/tastings/292308

sugar and fig, as notes of liquorice linger in the finish. Decent acidity and faint, powdery
tannins. (AY)

14.3%
Drink
2024
2027
$58 RRP
16



